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A Maze of Money

One of the biggest political operations in 2012 took place outside the campaign finance system, involving a network of politically active nonprofits backed by
the billionaire industrialists Charles and David Koch and other conservative donors. Seventeen allied groups in the coalition raised at least $407 million, much
of which was spent on get-out-the-vote efforts and ads attacking President Obama and congressional Democrats, according to tax filings and campaign
finance reports. Many of the funds were transferred to LLC subsidiaries, known as disregarded entites, that are wholly owned by the recipient groups. The
network also gave millions to other outside groups allied with the GOP.
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